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Strike on Soi 3
Law enforcement agencies raided
African drug syndicates in a tourist
area off Sukhumvit Road.

International

French aid
workers deny
kidnapping
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Techs, banks
boost Wall St
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Altered
priorities

The problems people
really want to see the

newly elected
government get

sorted out.
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Voters to decide who runs the country
Unofficial results to be known by midnight, says Election Commission, and websites and phone line will keep the public up to date

Getting ready
Officials at Ratchathewi district, as well as other polling stations nationwide, work against time to prepare ballot
boxes and sheets for today’s election, the final step on the country’s return to democracy.

 Mark   on the 
ballot sheet for 
constituency 
candidates
The party number 
varies in each
constituency

Source: Election Commission POSTgraphics

 Mark   on the 
ballot sheet for 
proportional
candidates
The party number 
is the same in all
zones but the 
colour of the ballot 
sheets varies in 
each zone.

This is how the ballot sheet for 
constituency candidates looks.

This is how the ballot sheet for 
proportional candidates looks.

HOW TO VOTE

At stake:
 400 constituency seats
 80 proportional representation seats

Regions with most seats:
 Northeast (135)
 North (77)
 *Central (70)
 South (56)
 East (26)

Provinces with most seats:
 Bangkok (36)
 Nakhon Ratchasima (16)
 Chiang Mai, Khon Kaen and
 Ubon Ratchathani (11)

Eligible voters: 45.6 million

Parties: 31

ABOUT THE ELECTION

Note: *Bangkok excluded

Source: Election Commission POSTgraphics

On Page 3
OBSERVERS WATCHING CLOSELY
NEW DATABASE ON POLITICIANS
FLOODED POLL SITES RELOCATED
PARTIES IGNORE GREEN ISSUES

By Post reporters

After two months of solid campaigns from North
to South and East to West and promises by

political parties, today it is the turn of voters to
decide who should run the country.

The first election after the military coup on Sept
19 last year to restore democracy to the kingdom
is a contest between 31 parties. But analysts have
reached a consensus that the next government
will be the end of the one-party administration
like the country had in the 2005 poll, which saw
then incumbent prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
and his Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party enjoy a landslide
victory.

After the last ballots are cast at 3pm today, the
Election Commission (EC) is confident it will have
unofficial results by midnight. They will be posted
on its website, www.ect.go.th, and the police website,
www.election.police.go.th, while people can phone
1171 to discover the outcome, said EC secretary-
general Suthiphon Thaveechaiyagarn.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)
will deploy mobile trucks equipped with big TV
screens at district offices to give updated results to
political watchers eager to see who will win the
contest.

Mr Thaksin, however, has to watch from Hong
Kong as he is in self-imposed exile as a result of the
coup engineered by then army chief Sonthi Boonya-
ratkalin, now a deputy prime minister, on charges
of abusing his administrative authority and alleged
corruption while in power.

Gen Sonthi yesterday reminded voters of the
importance of choosing clean candidates for the
new parliament.

‘‘People are the employers,’’ he said, referring
to candidates in the polls. ‘‘Tomorrow [Sunday]
we will select our employees to work for us. Please
elect only good ones.’’

He offered some tips for voters before making
their decisions on the ballot sheets.

‘‘Just look at their track records, whether they
did any damage [to the country], and whether they
were loyal [to His Majesty the King] and loved the
country,’’ he told reporters.

Unlike previous elections, this time the ballot
sheets will be counted at voting stations instead of
being moved to be counted at central locations.

EC commissioner Praphan Naikowit sent a mess-
age to election officials, asking them to be neutral,
to be strict with the rules and to watch out for any
irregularities which could change the results.

‘‘Polling stations can make or break the election
because they are places where the ballots will be
counted,’’ he said.

He warned officials that they would face criminal
charges if they accepted bribes to change the count-
ing or tried to influence voters.

All 88,500 polling stations will be manned by at
least two police officers as well as election officials
to prevent irregularities and ensure safety, according
to police spokesman Pol Lt-Gen Pongsapat Pong-
charoen. Bomb disposal squads and mobile units
will be on stand-by for emergencies, he added.

Election and government officials will continue
their campaigns to encourage voters to use their
rights throughout the day.

All key players in the country, including the EC,
the Council for National Security, the armed forces
and the government want more people to vote to
offset organised votes by political parties.

EXERCISING A RIGHT
Mon villagers are

now Thais and
very keen to vote

Story by SURASAK GLAHAN
KANCHANABURI

PIYARACH CHONGCHAROEN

Many ethnic Mon people in Wang Kha village in Kanchanaburi’s Sangkhla Buri district are
keen to vote after obtaining Thai citizenship two years ago.

See EXERCISING A RIGHT Page 2

Thirty-six years ago Ma Yee, an ethnic Mon refugee
from Burma, first applied for Thai citizenship. She
was 17. Now she has a chance to exercise one of her

most important rights — the right to vote.
Ma Yee is one of about 1,000 Mon refugees who settled

in the Mon-dominated village of Wang Kha in Sangkhla
Buri near the Burmese border in Kanchanaburi province
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Indian triumph

Crunch times
Lofty
goal

India end Australia’s bid for a
world record 17th straight Test
win. Page 7

Patriots meet Chargers,
Green Bay take on Giants
in NFL Conference
Championships. Page 11

On-fire K. J.
Choi targets
winning
maiden major
title after three
victories in six
months.
Pages 8-9

Epic
struggle

15,16

Federer survives one of the
biggest tests of his career

to beat Tipsarevic
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Big guns ready to fire

Tiger takes control

National
nightmare
National
nightmare

Liverpool
host Man

United while
Arsenal

entertain
Chelsea in

‘Big
Four

Clashes’
in the

Premiership
today.

Pages 2, 4

Tiger Woods charges four shots
clear in the Target World
Challenge second round. Page 15

Shock
baseball
steroid
report
provokes
reaction in
the White
House.
Page 12

The 24th SEA Games
end with hosts Thailand
scooping 183 golds

6, 7, 8, 9, 16

Farewell
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Easy for Aussies

Perfect replacement

European
ambitions

Australia inflict one of
India’s heaviest Test
defeats, winning the
opening match
of the four-Test
series by 337
runs on the
fourth day of
action at the
Melbourne
Cricket
Ground.
Page 5

Substitute Shaughnessy helps US
defeat India 2-1 in Hopman Cup
mixed team tennis. Page 15

Chapchai will focus
on the European
Tour next season.
Pages 6-7

Happy ending
Thailand’s soccer team end the

year on a high after retaining
their King’s Cup title
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in sight
Whichever party leads the new
government there are difficult times
ahead, and the new constitution
offers little solace

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS AND SARITDET MARUKATAT

Banharn: Courted by Samak, turned to Abhisit Suvit: Playing his cards close to his chest

Samak: Determined
to bring
Thaksin back to
Thailand

But nobody could be more worried about the country
than His Majesty the King. Not often does he send out
the same message on more than one occasion. And he
did it not twice, but three times in a single week.
Unity, His Majesty stressed, is the key to moving the
country forward.

No cure-all

Two days from polling day and it’s still far from
clear whether the Democrats or the People
Power party (PPP) will get the first chance to

form the next government. But one thing is sure —
the election is not a magic pill that will solve all the
problems plaguing the country.

When Gen Sonthi Boonyaratkalin led key military
leaders to topple then-prime minister Thaksin Shina-
watra on the night of Sept 19 last year, many of those
protesting against the telecom tycoon sighed with
relief in the strong belief the political turmoil would
soon come to an end.

A fresh election was seen as being the final step in
sealing off Mr Thaksin’s chances of returning to politics.

In between the military coup and the general election
on Sunday is a new constitution written, obviously,
to give parliamentarians more control over the ad-
ministration and end the dominating role of big parties.

The charter writers saw what had happened to the
country over the five years from 2001, during the
heyday of the Thai Rak Thai (TRT) party.

Mr Thaksin and his TRT burgeoned with an unpre-
cedented popularity and the voters’ mandate. He
chose to ignore the floor of the House of Representatives
and took a firm grip on the independent organisations,
by-passing the check and balance system.

And Mr Thaksin’s influence is still evident, despite
his spending most of his time in London after the
shock takeover by the army.

His popularity is not surprising given the benefits
mostly rural voters received from his populist policies,
which have become an example for all the competing
political parties to follow this time around.

The PPP is banking on this to put as many of its
candidates as possible in the lower house.

Army chief Gen Anupong Paojinda, one of the
coup’s key players, admitted last year’s power play
could not suddenly end Mr Thaksin’s political influence.

It was to ‘‘stop him from abusing his authority’’, he
said.

The influence the deposed prime minister still
wields was drilled home to the generals at the charter
referendum in August. The junta’s constitution, drawn
up by its hand-picked writers, barely survived.

The only option available to the coup-makers and
their allies now is to isolate the PPP after polling day,
relying on the hope it will not repeat the TRT’s feat
of 2005 and win enough seats to form a single-party
government.

It does seem certain the Chart Thai and Puea
Pandin parties will not join the PPP, even with cabinet
portfolios as their reward. Even though PPP leader
and former Bangkok governor Samak Sundaravej tried
to court Chart Thai leader Banharn Silpa-archa, his
words seemed more a ploy to drive a wedge between
Mr Banharn and Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva.

Puea Pandin has not made it public which way it
will swing. But sources said party leader Suvit Khunkitti
has made the decision and is keeping it to himself
and close party members.

Either way, the coalition government will not last
long, according to Chaiwat Khamchoo, a political
analyst at Chulalongkorn University. A point which
will rock the new government is, he said, the charter
itself, which allows party members a free vote with no
need to respect their party’s resolution.

It will give MPs in the coalition government bargain-
ing power when it comes to decide on crucial bills.
And this will make or break the government.

‘‘This is the product of the new constitution, which
has no desire for a strong government such as the
country had in the past,’’ said Mr Chaiwat.

The question now is how the coalition government

coming from the Dec 23 polls will have enough power
to tackle problems. One poll after another points to
economic problems as the most important issue need-
ing a quick resolution, as well as an end to the national
division between pro- and anti-Thaksin camps.

The Democrats are the undisputed choice to counter
the rise of the PPP. But with more than one party in
a government, any attempts to tackle problems affecting
the public’s purse strings, whether from high oil
prices or lack of confidence to spend money, will not
be easily undertaken.

Voters expect Mr Abhisit to produce on his several
promises within 99 days, but he has to listen to the
voices of other parties which also made many promises
to their backers during their campaigns.

‘‘The chances of the Democrat party being able to
run the country smoothly are dim,’’ said Mr Chaiwat,
because it would have to rely on the support of other
coalition parties. That the Democrats cannot work
alone means the other parties will have the bargaining
power to pursue their own interests.

Economic problems could not be resolved overnight
and that could put pressure on the new government.

The voters’ patience will not last long, said Mr
Chaiwat. An unstable government would also worry
foreign investors, who could decide to put their money
elsewhere.

What lies ahead is of great concern to everybody.
But nobody could be more worried about the country

than His Majesty the King. Not often does he send out
the same message on more than one occasion. And
he did it not twice, but three times in a single week
while the people celebrated his 80th birthday early
this month. Unity, His Majesty stressed, is the key to
moving the country forward.

Given that politicians are fiercely contesting an
election, the intended target of the King’s words seems
clear.

Abhisit: Will have to
contend with the
demands of his
coalition partners
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The battle for Bangkok

PPP not totally dominant

Democrats gaining in zone 7
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PART 2 : ACTS CONSTRUED AS CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

PART 4 : CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST PERSONS HOLDING POLITICAL POSITIONS

PART 3 : THE REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

PART 1 : EXAMINATION OF ASSETS AND LIABIL IT IES

CHAPTER 12 : INSPECTION OF THE EXERCISE OF STATE POWER

● Holders of political positions, their spouses and
children who have not yet become sui juris as well
as those empowered, directly or indirectly, by them
to act on their behalf are required to declare their
assets and liabilities. (Article 259)

● Accounts of assets and liabilities of the Prime
Minister, cabinet members, MPs and senators must
be disclosed to the public within 30 days of taking or
leaving office. (Article 261)

● The Supreme Court’s Criminal Department for
Persons Holding Political Positions is empowered to
give a verdict in a false asset declaration case. Those
found guilty are to be removed from their positions
and barred from taking a political post for five years
from the day the court gives the verdict. (Article 263)

● MPs and senators as well as their spouses and
children or those empowered to act on their behalf
are prohibited from receiving any concession from a
state agency; interfering in, or becoming a partner or
shareholder in a partnership or company receiving
concession or being a party to the contract of this
nature, or taking any special money or benefit from
any state agency. (Article 265)

● The prime minister, cabinet ministers and their
spouses and children who have not yet become sui
juris as well as those empowered to act on their
behalf are prohibited from holding a position in a
partnership or company or becoming a shareholder
or holding more shares than allowed by the law or
taking part in the administration of a company unless
they have appointed a juristic entity to manage their
assets on their behalf and notified the National
Counter Corruption Commission. (Article 269)

● The Senate is empowered to remove a political
position holder from office. A request for the Senate
to remove a political post holder from office can be
submitted by at least one-fourth of existing MPs, at
least one-fourth of existing senators, or at least
20,000 eligible voters. After receiving the request,
the Senate is to forward it to the National Counter
Corruption Commission (NCCC) to promptly investigate
to see if it has grounds. In the case where the NCCC
votes with at least one half of its members that the
request has grounds, the political position holder
must cease his/her work. If the Senate votes with at
least three-fifths of its members in favour of a resolution
to remove such person from office, the political
position holder must vacate his/her office immediately
and will be barred from taking a political position or
entering government service for five years. (Articles
270, 271, 272, 274)

● Holders of political positions accused of being
unusually wealthy, misconduct and malfeasances
and other persons who by themselves or through
other persons allegedly give or offer to give benefit
to persons holding political positions are subject to
stand trial in the Supreme Court’s Criminal Department
for Persons Holding Political Positions. (Article 275)
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TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

❚ The National Legislative Assembly acts as the National Assembly,
the House of Representatives and the Senate until the National
Assembly holds its first sitting. If the Senate does not exist on the
date of the first sitting, the National Legislative Assembly shall
continue to perform the duties of the Senate, except the duty of
approving the appointment of political-office holders or removing
them from office as stipulated by this constitution (Article 293).

❚ The termination of both the Constitution Drafting Assembly and
the Constitution Drafting Committee takes effect as from the date
of the promulgation of this constitution. Members of the Constitution
Drafting Committee are prohibited from contesting House elections
and from serving as senators for two years (Article 294).

❚ The National Legislative Assembly must finish the deliberation
of a draft bill on the House election and the election and
appointment of senators, a bill on political parties and a bill on the
Election Commission within 45 days of receiving them from the
Constitution Drafting Committee, which is assigned to draft the
three organic law bills, as stipulated by the 2006 interim constitution
(Article 295).

❚ An election of the House of Representatives must be held within
90 days, and the Senate must be installed within 150 days as from

the date on which the three organic laws in Article 295 take effect.
(Article 296).
❚ In the first election of the House of Representatives, an electoral
candidate must be a member of only one political party for no
fewer than thirty days up to the date of the election. A candidate
must have his or her name appear in the house register list in the
province where he or she stands for election for no fewer than
one year up to the date of election, or studied in the province
where he or she stands for election for no fewer than two
academic years, or served in government service in the province
where he or she stands for election for no less than two years
(Article 296).
❚ Senators elected in 2000 are prohibited from serving as senators
under this constitution (Article 296).

❚ The term of the first batch of senators appointed under this
constitution is three years. When their term expires, these senators
can be re-appointed into the Senate for another term (Article 297).

❚ Both the interim government and the Council for National
Security vacate office when the new government assumes office
(Article 298).

❚ The Ombudsmen holding office on the date of the promulgation
of the constitution are ombudsmen under this constitution, and
continue to hold office until their term expires. Their term commences
as from the date of their appointment by the King (Article 299).
❚ The Election Commission, the National Counter Corruption
Commission and members of the National Economic and Social
Advisory Council holding office on the date of the promulgation
of the constitution continue to hold office until their terms expire.
Their terms commence as from the date of their appointment
(Article 299).
❚ The National Human Rights Commission holding office on the
date of the promulgation of the constitution continues to hold
office until the appointment of a new commission. A commissioner
who holds office for no more than one year can be re-appointed
into the commission for another term (Article 299).

❚ Constitution Tribunal judges appointed under the interim constitution
act as Constitution Court judges until the new panel of Constitution
Court judges is appointed to replace them. The new panel of
Constitution Court judges must be appointed within 150 days of
the appointment of the House Speaker and the Leader of the
Opposition. Legal cases that are left unfinished by the Constitution
Tribunal shall be transferred to the new Constitution Court (Article
300).

❚ The State Audit Commission and the Auditor-General must be
appointed within 120 days of the appointment of the House
Speaker and the Leader of the Opposition (Article 301).

❚ The 1999 organic laws governing the Ombudsmen, counter
corruption, the state audit and criminal procedures for political-
office holders continue to be in effect, with the heads of the
agencies set up by virtue of these laws acting as caretakers of
the agencies.

The heads of these agencies are to revise these organic laws
in compliance with this constitution within one year of the promulgation
of the constitution. The Election Commission is to draft a referendum
bill within one year of the promulgation of the constitution.

The House of Representatives must complete the deliberation
of proposed draft amendments to these 1992 organic laws and
the referendum draft bill within 120 days of receiving them and
then the Senate must complete the deliberation of them within 90
days of receiving them (Article 302).

❚ The interim government is to set up an independent legal reform
committee within 90 days of the promulgation of the constitution.
The committee is to study and make suggestions on the making
of legislation to be enacted in accordance with the provisions of
the constitution. The committee is also to enact legislation governing
a legal reform organisation within one year of the promulgation
of the constitution (Article 308).

❚ Whatever is allowed in the interim constitution of B.E.2549
(2006), including activities before or after the promulgation of this
constitution, is considered constitutional (Article 309).

CHAPTER 10: THE COURTS

● The Constitution Court, with a nine-year term,
consists of nine judges; three Supreme Court judges,
elected at the Supreme Court general assembly, two
Supreme Administrative Court judges, elected at the
Supreme Administrative Court general assembly;
Two law experts and two political science or public
administration or social science experts with a know-
ledge of public administration, chosen by a committee
selecting the Constitution Court judges. (Article 204)

● The selection committee for Constitution Court
judges consists of the Supreme Court president,
Supreme Administrative Court president, President
of the House of Representatives, the opposition
leader and the head of an independent agency (the
heads of all independent agencies choose one from
among themselves to sit on the committee). (Article
206)

● Persons whose rights and liberties guaranteed by
the charter have been violated may file a petition
directly with the Constitution Court. (Article 212)

● The Supreme Court shall adjudicate legal cases
concerning national elections and revoke election
rights of violators in national elections. The Appeals
Court shall adjudicate legal cases concerning local
elections and revoke election rights of violators in
local elections. (Article 219)

● The Judiciary Commission consists of the Supreme
Court president who is chairman and 14 members —
six judicial officials from the Supreme Court, four
from the Appeals Court and two from the lower
courts, and two members selected by the Senate.
(Article 221)

● Clearer stipulation is made to bring the cases
involving independent agencies under the jurisdiction
of the Administrative Court. (Article 223)

● The Constitution Court judges have a nine-year
term and there are 15 of them; five Supreme Court
judges, elected at the Supreme Court general assembly,
and two Supreme Administrative Court judges, elected
at the Supreme Administrative Court general assembly;
five law experts and three political science experts
chosen by a committee in direct charge of selecting
the Constitution Court judges.

● The selection committee for Constitution Court
judges is made up of the Supreme Court president,
four deans representing law faculties of state-run
universities, four deans representing political science
faculties of state-run universities, and four represen-
tatives of political parties with seats in the House of
Representatives.

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

● The Judiciary Commission consists of the Supreme
Court president who is the commission chairman and
14 members — 12 judicial officials (four each from
the Supreme Court, Appeals Court and lower courts)
and two specialists chosen by the Senate.

● (Not mentioned, which resulted in the need to
interpret the jurisdiction of the Administrative Court
in deliberating cases involving independent agencies).

OTHER ORGANISATIONS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER 11 : ORGANISATIONS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION

INDEPENDENT ORGANISATIONS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION

● The Election Commission comprises five commis-
sioners whose term lasts seven years. A seven-
member selection committee proposes three candidates
to be commissioners and the assembly of Supreme
Court judges picks the other two candidates. The
name list is then submitted to the Senate Speaker for
endorsement. (Articles 229 and 232)

● The seven-member selection committee consists
of the presidents of the Supreme Court, the Constitution
Court, and the Supreme Administrative Court, the
House Speaker, the opposition leader, plus two other
members — one selected by the assembly of the
Supreme Court and the other by the assembly of the
Supreme Administrative Court — who are neither a
judge nor a member of a selection committee of any
other independent organisation. (Article 231)

● The Election Commission is empowered to regulate
vote campaigns of political parties and impose
restrictions to keep a caretaker cabinet and any
caretaker ministers from abusing their authority to
take advantage of rival parties. (Article 236)

● If the leader or an executive of a political party is
proved to acknowledge or fails to prevent the electoral
fraud of any of its parliamentary candidates or interferes
with the contest of Senate candidates, the Constitution
Court will disband the party and suspend the electoral
rights of its leader and executives for five years.
(Article 237)

● After an election result is announced and should a
by-election be necessary, the Election Commission
must propose a by-election or the disqualification of
a House representative or a senator to the Supreme
Court and a by-election or disqualification of a local
representative to the Appeals Court. (Article 239)

● There are three ombudsmen who elect a chairperson
from among themselves and whose term lasts six
years. They are selected by the seven-member
selection committee under Article 231. (Articles 242
and 243)

● The ombudsmen are also empowered to proceed
with the impeachment of political post holders and
with the prosecution of any government official who
breaches professional ethics, and are also empowered
to examine the work of other organisations established
under the constitution and organisations related to
the justice system. (Article 244)

● The National Counter Corruption Commission consists
of nine commissioners whose term lasts nine years.
Their five-member selection committee comprises
the presidents of the Supreme Court, the Constitution
Court, and the Supreme Administrative Court, the
House Speaker and the opposition leader. (Article
246)

● The impeachment of a National Counter Corruption
Commission member can also be initiated by at least
20,000 people whose petitions are sent to the Senate
for consideration. (Article 241)

● The National Counter Corruption Commission takes
action against political post holders and government
officials at the director level or the equivalent and
higher levels. It also supervises the ethics of political
post holders. (Article 250)

● The State Audit Commission consists of seven
commissioners whose term spans six years and who
are selected by the seven-member selection committee
under Article 231. (Article 252)

● The state prosecution is a constitutional organisation.
Its administrative body is an independent organisation
tasked with guaranteeing the freedom and impartiality
of prosecutors. (Article 255)

● The National Human Rights Commission consists
of seven commissioners whose terms last six years.
They are selected by the seven-member selection
committee under Article 231. (Article 256)

● The Election Commission comprises a chairman
and four other commissioners whose term lasts
seven years. A 10-member selection committee pro-
poses five nominees and the assembly of Supreme
Court judges picks another five nominees. The Senate
will elect five commissioners from the 10 nominees.

● The 10-member selection committee consists of
the presidents of the Constitution Court and the
Supreme Administrative Court, four peer-elected rectors
of state universities and four peer-elected represen-
tatives of political parties with seats in the House of
Representatives.

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned. A political party, its leader and its
executives are not held responsible for any electoral
fraud committed by a candidate of the party.)

● The Election Commission can order a by-election
or disqualify any House representative, senator or
local representative, if necessary, within a year of the
announcement of the election result.

● There are up to three ombudsmen without a
chairperson. Their terms last six years. The Senate
selects them and seeks their appointment.

● The ombudsmen receive and investigate complaints
lodged against the performance and legal compliance
of officials and employees of government agencies,
state enterprises and local government agencies and
then report findings and recommendations to the
parliament.

● The National Counter Corruption Commission consists
of nine commissioners whose term lasts nine years.
The 15-member committee selecting the commissioners
comprises the presidents of the Supreme Court, the
Constitution Court and the Supreme Administrative
Court, seven peer-elected rectors of state universities,
and five peer-elected representatives of political parties
with House seats. The selection committee nominates
18 candidates to the Senate which appoints nine of
them as commissioners.

● The impeachment of a National Counter Corruption
Commission member is initiated by at least a quarter
of existing House representatives.

● The National Counter Corruption Commission takes
action against political post holders and government
officials at all levels.

● The State Audit Commission consists of 10 com-
missioners whose term lasts six years and who are
selected and governed by the Ombudsmen Act.

● (Not mentioned. The state prosecution reports to
the Prime Minister’s Office.)

● The National Human Rights Commission consists
of 11 commissioners with a six-year term. The com-
missioner selection process is in line with the National
Human Rights Commission Act.

● The commission is further empowered to forward
complaints on human rights violations and unconsti-
tutional acts to the Constitution Court, or the Admin-
istrative Court in case that such violations or acts
result from a government order, rule or administrative
action. It can also file lawsuits with the courts on
behalf of those whose human rights are allegedly
offended. (Article 257)

● The National Economic and Social Advisory Council
is given additional power to comment on economic
and social legislations. (Article 258)

● The National Human Rights Commission is authorised
only to submit reports and recommendations to par-
liament, act as a coordinator between different or-
ganisations, and support human rights research.

● The National Economic and Social Advisory Council
is authorised to advise the government on economic
and social issues and approve a national economic
and social development plan before its implementation.

● Holders of political positions, their spouses and
children who have not yet become sui juris are
required to declare their assets and liabilities.

● Accounts of assets and liabilities of the Prime
Minister, cabinet members, MPs and senators must
be disclosed to the public within 30 days of taking or
leaving office.

● The Constitution Court will rule in any false asset
declaration cases. Those found guilty are to be
removed from their positions and barred from political
office for five years.

● MPs and senators are prohibited from receiving
any concession from a state agency; becoming a
partner or shareholder in a partnership or company
receiving such concession; being a party to the
contract of this nature, or taking any special money
or benefit from any state agency. Cabinet ministers
are prohibited from holding a position in a partnership
or becoming a shareholder or holding more shares
than allowed by the law or taking part in the admin-
istration unless they have appointed a juristic entity
to manage their assets on their behalf and notified
the National Counter Corruption Commission.

● Cabinet ministers are prohibited from holding a
position in a partnership or company or becoming a
shareholder or holding more shares than allowed by
the law or taking part in the administration of any
company unless they have appointed a juristic entity
to manage their assets on their behalf and notified
the National Counter Corruption Commission.

● The Senate is empowered to remove a political
position holder from office. A petition for the Senate
to remove a political post holder from office can be
submitted by at least one-fourth of existing MPs in
the House of Representatives, at least one-fourth of
existing senators, or at least 50,000 eligible voters.
After receiving the request, the Senate is to forward
it to the National Counter Corruption Commission to
promptly investigate to see if it has grounds. In the
case where the NCCC makes a resolution that the
request has grounds, the political position holder
must cease his/her work. A resolution for the removal
of any person from office shall be passed by votes
of not less than three-fifths of the existing members
of the Senate. Such person shall vacate office as
from the date of the resolution and deprived of the
right to hold any political position or entering government
service for five years.

● Holders of political positions accused of becoming
unusually wealthy, or of the commission of malfeasance
in office or a dishonest act in the performance of
duties or corruption according to other laws as well
as other persons who allegedly act as principals,
instigators or supporters are subject to stand trial
with the Supreme Court of Justice’s Criminal Division
for Persons Holding Political Positions.

CHAPTER 13 : ETHICS OF PERSONS HOLDING POLITICAL POSITIONS
AND STATE OFFICIALS

● There will be a Code of Ethics for holders of political
positions and state officials to follow. (Article 279)

● State officials who violate the Code of Ethics are
subject to disciplinary action. (Article 279)

● If a person holding a political position violates the
code and the violation is serious, the ombudsmen will
forward the case to the National Counter Corruption
Commission and this may lead to a Senate resolution
to remove him/her from office. (Article 279)

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

CHAPTER 14 : LOCAL GOVERNMENT

● Median standards are to be set aside for a local
administration organisation to select one to follow.
There will also be a mechanism, comprised mainly
of local people, to monitor its work. (Article 282)

● A special form of local administration organisation
with a different administrative structure from any
given standards can be set up, but the administrators
must come from an election. (Article 284)

● People in a locality have the right to take part in the
administration of local government. Before taking
any action which would impact on local people the
local government must explain the proposal to them
in detail for some time in advance. If requested, the
local administration must conduct a public hearing or
referendum before going ahead with any such action.
(Article 287)

● Local administrative officials are local government
officials. There will be an organisation to safeguard
the moral standards of local government officials to
create a system to ensure morality and ethics in
personnel administration. (Article 288)

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

● (Not mentioned)

CHAPTER 15 : AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

● A motion for constitutional amendments must come
from the cabinet; at least one-fifth of the existing
number of MPs in the House of Representatives; at
least one-fifth of the combined number of existing
MPs and senators, or at least 50,000 eligible voters.
(Article 291)

● In the case where the motion is submitted by
eligible voters, an arrangement must be made for the
people who sign the motion to air their opinion during
the second reading of the amendment. (Article 291)

● A motion for constitutional amendments must come
from the cabinet; at least one-fifth of the existing
number of MPs; or at least one-fifth of the combined
number of existing MPs and senators. In the case
where the motion is from the House of Representatives,
MPs who support the motion must first get approval
from their party.

● (Not mentioned)
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